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TO TH E R GUHT 
Vercuous , Graue, Wile, 


| and Religious (rentlemgman, 
M**, Dorothey Dalby, Widow, 


his deare and naturall Mother : 
Haxin Wutrs, herdurifull 
and onely Sonue, w:ſheth, in 
this life proſperity; and in 
that which is to come, 
eternall felicity, 


Hings deferred, and 
C long in expeCtation, 
re [ford the more ioy 
in the fruition. Tou 
F baue (I acknowledge 


A3 moſh 


The Epiſtle 


moſt deare and louing Mother ) hi- 
therto reaped nothing at all, for all 


that you haue jo largely and long fince 


ſowne: but haue with the wiſe Huſ< | 


bandman , ſtill patiently waited for 
the fruitful time of Harueſt. 

Now therefore, in ſomes meaſure 
ro comfort you , (though at the laſt ) 
as our Sauiour willeth his Diſciples, 


ſo doe T you, Tolift vp your eyes, | 


for now the Regions are already 
Albe white, cuen to the Harueſt. 
loli. 4. 35. And although they bee 


not all Sicc#, dry, and throughlyripe 
at Once: yet let our ſmall beginning bee | 


acceptable, and encourage you with 
hop? of the reſt in due time, All 
Graines are not ripe together \ but 


euery kinde hath 26 0wne Proper , and |, 
fit | 


. 
- 
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 Dedicatory, | 


y | ft ſeaſon. Heere_ firſt We beginne 


with Faith, and-purpoſe ( God 
| bleſſing =_y to goe 0n with Hope, 
and end withLoue, which threefold 
Cable ſhall never bee broken. I could 


| finde none inright. (amongſt the ma- 


ny) more fit then your ſelfe., to 
whoſe care and protefion I might 
commit this ſhiftleſſe and helpleſſe 


- Grphan : it bceing originally, and 
| "properly your owne Iſſue. If there- 


| fore you ſhall bee pleaſed with theſs 
my firſt fruites , and fauourably in- 
 terprer theſe my firſk endeauours : 

| you ſhall thereby encourage mee to 
| fender to your view, Workes of grea- 
er importance heereafter. And in 
- che interim (as dury bindeth mee) 
1 Will not ceaſe to ſolicite God by 


A4 prayer 


The Epiſtle,UFc. 
| Ir ajer for your continxall proſperity; 
and that when bee (ball pleaſe to take 
you from this earthly manſion , you 
may aſcend into the euerlaſtins | 
babitation of glorie.. And | 
#busin all filiall obſequy I | 
bumbly take my leaue 4 
this third of Lan. 
1617. 


_ ——_ 
« 


« 


Your euer obedient, louing 
Sonne, | 


Hazin Wuirrts, 


| * - Tothe Religions, and well af- 
| fetbed Reader, 


Y 
K— In A 


| Ecing the World, at this 
is day, ſo generally tranſpor- 
FF & ted, with ſuch dangerous, 
(dV and ſtrange Dodriaes; 
: and that al! men (almoſt) 
\ hunting after nouelties, doe ſo eagerly 
| deſire _ which is peſtilent and noy- 
ſome; inthe meane while loathing and 
| reieQting, that which is whollome and 
8 ood. It therefore beſeemeth all men, 
IF Chat tender the glory of God) but ſpe- 
cially 


To the Reader, 

cially the Miniſtecs of his word , dili- 
gently to ſhewto the people, the true 

iftcrence betweene verwm, and appe- 
rens bonum, that is,betweencothat which 
i5 good indeed,and that which ſeemerh 
to be ſo: eſpecially in all great and fun- 
damentall poynts of Saluation. To 
which purpoſe, I haue diuuiged this 
little Treatife, which in it owne parti- 


cular, ſhall (I doubt not) but performe | 


this Office, to which endir is ſent: and 


be as adefenſatiue in health againſt the | 


day of fickneſle, and as a preſeruatiue 
in life, againſt the day of death. Wher- 
in I ſoare notwith the rowring Eagle, 
into the clouds, neither deale I with 
Queſtions of difficulty , (which reſpe 
the learned and great wits; let ſuch as 


liſt climbe into the third Heauen, and 


ſhew from thence high miſteries , and 
vnheard of Reuelations) but caſting my 
ſelfe vpon the ground, with all humili- 


ty, I ſtudy to informe the meanelt of | 
| | | Gods 
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by Gods children (after a plaine andeaſie 


manner) in'thoſe things,which neceſſa- 
rily appertaine to their eternall happi- 
neſſe. And &nongſt the many behoofe- 


full points of Chriſtian Religion, I find 
none at this day. more neceſlary to bee 


| caught and embraced,then this of Fazth 


Ld be id a». AMS - « 4M 
* 


and true Repertance; ſeeing that fancy 
is generally reputed Paith, and conceit 
Conſcience, and that Hypocrifie wal 
keth in equall compare with Piety. I 
had no purpoſe ar the firlt preaching 
heereof,to haue committed the ſame to 
Print, neither did I cuer value it worth 


. thePreſle or publike view: only conten- 


ting my ſelfe with the diſcharge of my: 
duty , and edification of my priuate 
flocke. But being ouer-ruled heercin,by 
the importunate intreaty of ſome of 
my hearers,and louing friends, I could 
notdenie their requeſt, ſeeing it inten- 
ded the publike good. Vſe it therefore 


| Godly Reader,and meditate therein for 


thy 


To the Reader, © | 

comfort: If thou reapeſt any profit 
of give God the piſe, ay prof x 
haſt ok rewarded my paines. | 
Farewell. D 1 
From my Par ſonage bouſe, of S, | n 

Peters in Sandwich in Kent, | 
this 3. of lan. 1617. f 


Thy at Louer in ESP 
Jeſus. 


Harty WHITE, 


Od 
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to true Repentance. 


OR 
A learned, profitable, and com- 


" 
''v 


| fortable, Diſcourſe of the Faith, 
*/--, andRepentanceof Mary M ac- 


DALEN , fit for the time, and 
profirable for all chat Joue the 
.'Loxd in fincerity. 


mY 


* LVKE 7.47. | 


eMaiy Sinnes are forgimen her, for ſhe 


loned much. 


EXPPIPs His Parcell of Scripture, isthe 
Q) concluſion of rhe notable Sto- 


| LN 1 ry of Mary Magdalen, and 


vw Y5 8 ker Repenrance, with the cir- 


Lge cumſtances, and occurrences 


thetynto belonging. ADoQtrine and praQtiſe 
ſatecgs ys too much negleRted ; burtas we 


ſec 
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ſee heere,by the Holy Ghoſt, & holy Chure 
carclully regiſtred, and by Mary Aard: 
tothe full performed, The ſequell whereof 
no leſſe thes Remiſſio peccatornm, the remiſſile 
on of Sinnes. | 
I. By Faich obtained, 
2. By louc expreſled. 


| 
2 
= 
Many finnes are forginen her; for ſhe || 
IM lowed rwnch. 1 . 2 
He moſt memorable and admicable ex/y 


atmple of truce Repentance is ndw' dililc 
uered. * rBEIAQ Te 
A finfull woman reclaimed, -::! .. '© 


A grounded Sinneeteporitadr, 

She was the vey filth of finne, Sextina 
lorum, one that (ct her felfe to ſale, Proftibs! * 
lum inler pentery.a infauable Woman, ;2 lf 
proſtitut ſe omnibus, having her Chaſtity 
command for money , the by-word of th{dr 
people, one pointed ar, the very ſcumme anſ'o 
fcoffe of the warld, jt ſhould ſeeme a ſinndfa 
aboue meaſure, and ſucha one was Maſe 
Magaalen, *f- "OR 

But brhold the l9ſt Groat is found, 

The Strayed ſh*cpe is fought vp, ſo 
The Prodigal Chile is rerurned, b 
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arch} "The Thiefe is converted, 

alex ©'Peter hath bitterly wept; 

of] And ary Magdalen hath truely repen- 
UKted, = . | 


The Kingd&me of Heauen it ſeemes now 
uffers violetce, Math. 12. 12. and whores 
and theeues enter in/before:you, Mar.21. 31, 


Farilims eff enim (as one well faith) deploratiſ=" 


7 peccatores,ad meliora rewocare, fe. It is 

ani eafier thing to bring to Repentance the 

- ex;vildeſt finnety then ſuch a one as{welleth'in 
deliz conceit of his owneRightcoulnes. 

- They thac be whole need not the Phiſiti- 

; on; butthey that be ſickes Hee came not to 


ms Duke a2 1 9007 

?.by: + And this Converſion of a finner is indeed a 

2a ſapernaturalt-worke, | 

ity& .\Before-we enter into the diſcourſe of the 

definition of Repentance, I think it not amifle 

-o vic ſome deſcription thereof, which for de- 

ble (as Logicians affirme) may ſtand in ſtead 

nof a definition, 
Panitentia, Repentance toa ſinner, 

Itis the Afonoſheroſh, or Vnicornes horne, 
ſoueraigne againſt poyſon, It is the true Me. 
tbridate,good in the mournefull time ofPeſti- 

| | lence, 


f 
c 
in 
A 


| calttherighreous bur finners ro repemance, 
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lence, It is /acobs Ladder, Scala Cali, the 
Ladder of Heaven, by which all muſt needs 
aſcend, that will goe thither, Ir is Regs4 vis, 
the Kings high way, the onely beaten and 
trodden path, that leadeth ro c:ernall blifle, 
Itis the tranſlating of Henech,that is, of fin. 
full wan, from nacurall affeRions,ro ſpirituall 
inclinations Ir is the Chariot of Eligr, where. 
by we are carcied direQtly vnto God, Ir is the 
Red Sea, that drownes Pharach and all bi 
heaſt, the {pirituall Pharavb,the Diucll, Sinr 

Death and Condemnation, Ir is the Salt the 
Prophet vied, ro make ſweet the bitter wa- 
ters vi /ericho, It is the leauen that doth ſe 

ſon,/and make (ayory the wholelumpe vnt 
God. Ir is the wombe of the Church, where 
in Sonnes and Davghters are begotten 
God. It isthe birth of N:codemnus, wheret 
we are truly regenerate, Ir is the trwc Balſam 


the moſt precious oyle thaz man can vie fc 
any wound of che faulc. Ic is che right 4 
panax, ot Panarea, ſoucraigne for cuery di 
eaſc of the Sole, except wilfull finne again}. 
the Holy Gnoſt, Iris the leaues.of the Treq 
of life, that ſerue co heate the people wit 
Ren, 224 


No 


{ 


fo true Repentance. 
Now Panitere, to Repent, is 
The charge and commandement of God, 
The counſell and exhortation of the 
| | ©007y; 
: rophers,and 
C Apoflles, | 
The practiſe of the Church in all ages, 
The ioy of Heaxen, and paine of Fell, = 
. ForGod and his Angells rejoyceatit, the 


W Dijuell and his inſtruments doe grieue at ir; 


I cannot compare Repentencs to any thing 


{ berterthen to the Spring; 


Uera penitentia , vera veris Imago, | 
True Repentance beares the true figure of 
alively ſpring : for as the Winter is the be= 


4 numming,ſcorching and killing of Hearbes, 


Plants, Trees, Fruices, and encreaſe of the 
earth, and 1s alikenes of death for the time; 
ſo is the Spring areniewing, quickning , and 
reſtoring of all things, as before, 

By this Similie chen we may obſerue, that 
as finne by man commutred, is a benumming; 


4 wounding and killing of man, andis (as a 
req Winter Jaeath to man: So is Repentance as 


the Spring renewing,quickening,and raiſing 

ofthat man, a liuely image of his reſurreQi- 

on. Andthe Repencant thus reuiued, renued, 
B al 
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| and raiſed againe, behold his Spring , hee 


being to things:. Nowa rermm ſpecies noua re. 


The ready Way 


puttech forth his bloſomes, and bringeth 
forth fruites,namely workes worthy amende. 
ment of life, 

The Spring we ſee giuesa ftate,efſence, and| 


] 


rum facies: it reneweth the face of the whole 
earth, and ſo doth Repentance the whole 
man. 

The Yeare is divided into foure parrs, and; 
eucry quarter is T 7imenſis, or T rimmelſiris, that} : 
is , conſiſting of three Months : So likewiſe! 
is the Spring diuided into three times of 
Seaſons, vis. | 


Nouum, The new | 
3 Adults, SThe growing C Spring 
CPreceps, CThe fading or falling | 

By the new Spring, we haue a ney! face vp.! 
on the earth, the dead, and darke mantle is 
taken away, and aliuely freſh vaile is put on: 
Sois it in the Soules«Spring of Repentance,f 
there is, Nona forma, Noua creatura, A new} 
Creature, a new man; The raggedcloake 0 
blind Bartimens is put off, and th: rich roabe, 
and wedding garmear of Righteouſnes and} - 
Holineſle is put on, 


And thus much of the deſcription of Re- ; 
IT pentance, 


- 
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pentance, and now we come to the definiti- 


on thereof, 
P wxnitentia, Repentance is, 

The altring cr changing of the former 
courſe of lift; an inward ſorrow and mour= 
ning for finne joyned wich Faith, to obtaine 
remiſſion; and amendment of life,bripging 
forth fruits anſwerable to Repentance, 

Whereby wee learne that the conuer- 
ſien of a Sinner conſiſteth of three parts, 
Vit. 

1, Of a purpoſe and reſolution in the mind, 

2+ Of an inclinacis & propenſion in the wil; 

3.Of an indeauour and practiſe in the life, 
to abandon former ſinnes, and to walke in 
obedience vnto Gods commandements. ' 

Bur here it may be queſtioned , whether 


Faith be a part of Repentance,or no? 


To which I anſwere,Repentance is athing 


. neceſlarily ioyned to Faith, but farth is no part 


thereof: for,if Repentance be taken (as heere 
we vnderſtandir) for the reſtoring , retur- 


- ning, and renewing of mans life : then it is 


cleare ,- that repentanceis the fruit of Faith, 


Asthe body of the Sunne is one thing, an 
B3 Z the 


% 


* and Faith, no part of Repentance: example : _ 
i hereof, of 271 
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thelight another, diſtin& the one fromthe 
other ,-and yet the one capable of the other, | 
ſo is Repentance, and Faith, diſtin, and ſeue- | 
ra!l, one from the other, and yetcrauing the | 
vſc,and helpe one of another, * | 
Faith is the inchoation ( and azit were) | 
the mother of Repentarce,and giuerh light,te 
the man that minds to tepent: for when the * 
minde of man , beginsto embrace the good. , 
nefſe of God, touching remiſſion of finmes, | 
by the death of Chrift; Then doth immedi. * 
atly follow alteration , and renouation : that | 
is, the caſting away of the workes of darke- 
nefſe,and the puting on,of the armor of light. 
So then we conclude, Faith,is the initiation of 
Repentance,and Repentance,is the conſumma- 
tion of Faith, The efſentiall parts of true Re- 
perranceare two, viz, 1, To ceaſe from euill. | 
2 To endeuour to doe good, Pſal.; 4. 
Wemuſtnot onely eſchew euill, but wee | 
muſt alſo doe that which is good, The com« 
mandement thart is there Prohibitiue,is there 
preceptiue alſo:& he that doth there enioine, 
doth there reftraine alſo : hee thar negatively 
forbiddeth what a man ſhall not yew, = affire 
matiuely alſo comandeth what a man ſhould 
doe, Itis gotenough for a man to ſhun on p 
| ut 


fo frue Repentance. y 


but hee muſt alſo follow that which is goods 
As touching the integrity of a Chriſtian life, 
| is nothing at all woxere, except we doc pro- 
morere alloy itis nothing to caſt a way the 
workes of darkenefle, except wee puton the 
Armour of light. Row.1 3.12. It is nothing to 
mortifie the fleſh, except we doe quicken the 
ſpirit, Gal,5.24426, It is nothing to renounce 
Adam, except we embrace Chriſt, Rom.12.2, 
Briefely , ic is nothing to forſake vngodlines, 
and finfull luſts,except weliue ſoberly,righte= 
ouſly and godly, in this preſent world, T it1, 
2.12. 2utnonproficit , Deficit: Wee muſt 
therefore begin well, and end well roo; wee 
muſt add ftrength to ſtrength. By this then 
that hate beene ſpoken, the cauſes of repen- 
rance, are madeconſpicuous,viz. 1 the for- 
mall is our conuerfion or change : 2 The mat- 
ter, isthe will of man reſoluing : 3 The ob- 


ieQ, is our ſine, and good life : our finne, for | 


which wee are ſorrow : our good life, which 
wee endeuour ſeriouſly to performe, 4 The 
principall efficient is God, and the adiuuant 
or inftrumental cauſe is fairh, God beftowing 
Faith , and Faith begerting Repentavce, 5, 
The finall, is the honour, and glory of God, 
and the health & ſaluaticg of our ſoules. And 
thus much you hauo heed Repentance, 

B 3 I, By 
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1. By way of diſcription, 2. By way of | 
definition, 3, By euidence of the true cau- | 
ſes thereof, c 

Now are we come to certain cigcumſtances, | 
and obſeruances concerning Repentance : of | 
which inorder,the circumſtances are in num- | 
ber foure viz. 1, The time, whentorepent. 2. 
The meanes and motives, mouing to repent, | 
3. Thelets and hinderances , that wee cannot | 
repent, 4, The griefte, and ſorrow, weemuſt | 
vndergoe, if we will truely repent; with other | 
branches as pedr/iqne attendants, and annexe | 
ed rites and ceremonies, Imeanepenitenci- 
all ceremonies, 

For the firſt, 
Agenda eſt m tempore P enitentia, | 

Repentance muſt be done 1n due, and fit + 
time, a'] our hfe,ſhould be the ftudyof repen=- | 
tance, immediatly ypon any ſinne committed, © 
ler our repentance be then practiſed, per- | 
{cribe'not to thy ſelfe in preſumption , a lin- 

ering tine of thy conuerfion, It 1s the grea- 
reſt of all fol/ies, to deferre repentancegand to 
delay amen«menr of our finfull life, 

LD mihodie non oft, cras minis aptuserit. | 

If to day be roo foone, to morrow will be 

t00 late, 


Ecclng, | 


— kt 
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Ecclus.5.7.{ r44,(ras,to morrow,to morrow, 

Ir is the yoyce of the Crow , indeed, it is 
the yoyce of the Deuill, it is a deadly voyce, 
ſounded forth by our deadly enemy : For re 
pentance admits no delay,doethat therefore 
out of hand , forthwith , euen now; cuery 


hower of thy life, and at the laſt howre of thy 


; death, | | 
' Inyeuth begin well, lay a good foundati- 


on, hold on in thy midle age, and giue nor 
ouer in thy latter end;for a preſumprucuslife, 
will neuer afford aproſperous death, 

Uix mulleſſimu(ſaith Salomon ſcarce one 
of athouſand ( a wofull and lamentablere- 
port ) that by Repentarce doth fludy, the a- 
mendment of his wicksd life, 

Iam not ignorant ,that Pexitentia,Repen- 
tance is Nanguam ſera fi fit ſeria, is never 
too late, if it be fincere; this ſtands aſſured by 
exaryple of the Theefe , Luke 22. but take 
thou heed, the like grace may not be given 
thee, that was giuen and afforded him. 

There is { ſaith reuerend Saint Auſtin) 
this one Example in the Scriptyre, that wee 
ſhould not deſpaire , and no more but that 
one,that we ſhould nor preſume, 

Remember therefore ( all that heatre mee ) 
| B 4 remems- 
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remember 1 ſay and forger ner, 
\ 17. That asthe tree Bllech ſoit lyeth , Re. 
member that. 2. Thatin Hell there is nore- 
demption, Remember that, 3, That being | 
once gone from hence , we are faſt recouery, | 
Remember that. 4. That as death doth poſ- | 
ſeſſe vs, ſo the fearefull day will preſenc vs, | 
Remember that. 5. That we repent in this life | 
before we die or veaer, Remember that, | 
Example hereof. 
Looke ypon the richman in Hell, Luke 16, 
There 1s no deliverance , no comming, | 
forth,no hope of a detter life , but chat kinde | 
of fire which is intollerable ( as ſome ſay) in 
troth incurable as many ſhall finde, | 
| Clemens Alexaridrinus , makes mention of | 
a conference, berwix: Chriſt and the Deuill, ? 
(ir is exrant as hee affirmeth in rhe Agyptian R 
hibrary, the.moft famous in all the world, ! 
founded by great Pro/omy the learned ) The | 
queſtion was/Yten the Kingdome of God ſhould | 
come? The anſwere was, when the worke of 
the Woman ſhould ceaſe. Of theſe particu- 
larly and briefely. 
' Andfirſt, rhe Kingdome of God. 
The kingdome of Chriſt, and the king. | 
dome of God, doe differ no» re , ſed mode rei, 
not 


| 
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pot in-thething it ſelfe, but in the manner, 

and meanes thereof. The kingdome of Chrift 

is faidto be the Church, that is,the company 

of the faichfull and ele ( whilſtthey bein 

this life dajers are gathered together and go. 
bi 


verned by the ſpirit, the word and Sacra- 
ments, in which Chriſt is c#-Quall , ro begin 
a new life in rightcouſnefle and holineſle. 
Now this Church , and Kingdome of Chriſt, 
fhalbe the King dome of God in the world to 
come, in the life eternall ; at which time, the 
diſpenſation of the word , and Sacraments 
ſhall ceaſe, when God will take away the 
vayle, and open himſelfe yatovs, that wee 
may ſee him as he is,face to face. 

The Gronnd, Rule,and Maxime from hence 
to be lcarned,is this, 

I. Beſure, that thou be a member of the 
Church Militant; if ever thou wilt be found 
m the Church Trizmphant. 2. Take heed, 
that being once in, and ofthe Church, thou 
neuer practiſe ſeditiouſly to depart from the 
Church , or outragiouſly , Schiſmarically , or 
turbulently,to procure the moleſtation, trou- 
ble, ynquiet,or overthrow of the ſame. Carr. 
$.5-And thus of the Kingdome of God, 

Secondly, of the worke of the woman, k 

Tac 
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The worke of the woman is three fould,viz.} , 
'C 1. Procreation, 
} 2. Sinne, and conſequent by finne, 

3. Death, | 

And when theſe ſhall cesſe then ſhall the 
Kingdome of God come, Of which in order, 
And firſt, of the firſt, One cauſe of the iaftitu«! 
tion of Mariage, was for Procreation ſake,! 
Creſcite, et multiplicamini, Gen,1.28, | 

Bur when this Kingdome of God, in moſt} 
perfe& beauty ſhall appeare, then ſhall Pro-! 
creation ceaſe, then no more yſe of the Mid-: 
wife, to helpe in the needfull time oftrauel! ; 
for the wombe ſhalbe cloſed yp. 

T his was the determination,of our Saujour 
to the Saduces , that in that Kingdome , they 
neither marry, norare matried, bur are as the | 
Ange!ls of God, Mat. 22.30, And thus of | 
the firſt, | 


\ 
| 
| 
{ 


| 

Of the ſecond, and third. | 
The other worke of the Woman is ſinne; 
and conſequently by ſinne death. For, firſt; 
Of the woman came the beginning of ſinne, 
and through her we all die, Ecclus.25.26, 
Secondly, She tooke the fruit of the tree and 
did cate,and gaue to her husband,and he did 
eatcalſo, Ger.3,6. Thirdly, «Adam was not 
decciued, 
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deceiued, but the woman was deceiued, and 
was inthe tranſgreſſion, 1.759.2,14. For, as 
lands doe hold in capite, in reſpe& of ſome 
ſpeciall couengn of ſeruice : cuen fo dorh fin 


| hold in capite of che woman, as ſhe being firſt 


deceiued, became the Deuiis inſtrument, ro 
deceiue the man, Let therefore all women 


| from hence remember. Firſt,their own weak- 


nefſe, Secondly, the ancient fall they gaue 
to man and his poſteritie, Thirdly, thac ſhe is 
the former cauſe of Originall finne, and of 
our corrupted and defiled nature. So then the 
time ſhall come that generation, and procre4 
ation ſhall ceaſe, one worke of the woman 2 
and the time ſhall come, thar finne,and death 
ſhall alſo ceaſe, the proper worke of Exe, in 
mankind, For, the ele of God ſhall finne 
no more: the /ſ-aellof God ſhall die no more, 
but ſhall be tranſlated from death, to liue for © 
euermore, Procreation, fin, and death, ſhall 
haue an end, and ceaſe, In this world there= 
fore, while we liue, let vs beleeue, and while 
we breathe let vs hope: This is the onlyplace 
appeinted, to lay hold on faith, and toleane 
on hepe : for the time ſhall come, that faith, 
and hope alſo ſhall haue an cnd, and ceaſe, 


The 


is ThereatyWy 


Faithy 
The difference beoneceg Heb this, 
| Lone 
Thy faith and hope,do end with the terme 
of thy life ; but thy louc Gallheuer haue an 
end. We loue in this life, and we ſhall fill, 


la 
i 
ot 


m 
fo 


and more perfeAly louc in that life whichi) 5, 


to come, Wouldtft thou faine ſee the ext 
and perpetuitic of loue ? looke then into the 
workes of Charitie, 

If a man haue 6nce fed the hungrie,or clo- 
thed the naked &c, hath he then dence? hath 
he then his quieres eft from God ? I tell thee 
nay. For, in the workes of charitie, when 
man thinkes he hath made an end , he doth 
then but begin, The reaſon is pregnant : for 
loue hath no end,the end of our life, is not the 
end of ourloue ; the end of our loue in this 
life, is the beginning of a better loue in a be. 
ter life : bur faith and hope doe ceaſe whea 
wee die, yetthe fruir of faith and hope wee 
obtaine, though we be dead, and they de- 
parted. 

Now briefly to recapitulate touching the 
firſt circumſtance of the time when to repent; 
namely, in this life, or now, forthwith, with» 
out delay. 
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| Thishath alo beeneexemplified aud en- 
is, | aged by che kingdome of Chriſt & of God, 
wherein we haue learned, Firſt, that in the 
me} one is the diſpenſation of the word, and ad- 

all miniſtration of the Sacraments, bur for a time: 
till, for they ſhall haue their end, and ſhall ceaſe. 
hit) Secondly, that the works of rhe woman,pre= 
creation, fin,and death,ſhal b= bur for a time, 
and ſhall haue an end, and they ſhall ceaſe, 
Thirdly,faith,and hope alſo,for a ſeaſon ſhall 
1o-} haue their bonnds and limits, which they ſhal 
ath} not paſſe, but haue their time,and ſhall ceaſe, 
Fourrhly, we thereby learne, that repentance 
hath alſo ber liſts and race , wherein ſhe muſt 
oth] run : namely the terme of this life, the daies 
for} of our Pilgrimage, and then hath her end, 
the} and ſhall ceaſe, In this therefore as the Apo- 
this| file counſelleth, fc carrite,vs comprebendatis, 
de. 1,Cor.9, 


veel graunt, that wee may ſo runne, that with the 
de-| wings of faith, we may aſcend to the Mount 
God, and flyc to his heauenly promiſes : 

by the feete of repentance, we may not 
ly goe from finne, and vncleannefſe, but 
0 from puniſhment , and yengeance, 
Amen, 6 
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The ſecond Circumſtance is, 

Coneerning the meanes, and motiues, þ 
which we are drawne to Repentance, whi 
are in number foure, viz, 

The firſtis, Puniſhmert from God, inre 
pet offininman, There is maluns cx/pe, ar 
malnm pene, one kind of euill which is finne 
and another, which is the reward of fin, Thi 
Lord is free and farre from fin, no author, n 
fautor, or aQor thereof, bur a ſore reueng 
of ſinne; and hater of all impietie, 

Now, the finne which we doe, is the cau 
of the puniſhment we ſuffer : whether it by i 
private or publike , which notwithſlanding 
God gratiouſly vſeth as meanes,and motiuey 1 
to win vs to repentance. No man cuer way | 
or ſhall be puniſhed, but in reſpeR of prece; b 
dent finne: dut whereſoecuer God findeth (i, a 
there he puniſheth ir ſeuerely, 00 

| eAs for example, = 

The houſe of Daurd is ſummoned to judge. te 
ment, 2.S4m.12, Anditis (if rightly conf 
dered) a looking-glaſle to all. poſterities, t 
ſee and behold by, what is, and ſhall bet 
reward of finne, Dazid, though otherwi 
a man after Gods owne heart and dearely be: 
loud, yet committing finne with Beerſoebs) N 


wh 
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 Firſt,the childe ſo conceiued dieth the deaths 
vw Secondly, bis whole poſtcritic doth ſmart for 
ic} jr, Thirdly, his children lawfully begorren, 
ſome are ſlaine withthe ſword, ſome rebell 
re} againſt their Fats; ſom* ſhameſully deflou- 
and red, and ſome of them killed one of another, 
ne} Fourthly, his wiues foully raviſhed, in the 
[The fight of the Sun, and io the face of all Iſcaell, 
, nd Fiftly, the ſword was not to depart from his 
get houſe for euer. So then we ee, there is no 
miſcry matchable with that, which God in- 
auf flierh vpon man for fine, A grieuous thing 
tbe it is for a man to be puniſhed in his wife 
ling which is his fide,in his children which are his 
ues} loynes, in his ſeruants who are nis armes, 
wa} hands, legs, and feete, or in his goods which 
ece! be asa chaine,and ornament about his neck : - 
| fo, and yet for ſinne, a man is ſmitten in all theſe; 
| yea, and in himſelfe alſo'moſt miſerably. Yer 
; notwithſtanding, all this, if he haue grace ſo 
| to interpret them, they are all ſanRified 
meanes, and motiues torepentance, 
A Queſtion may |1cere be moued, wiz, 
Why puviſhment ſhould be executed, not. 
withſtanding the offence is perdoned : for 
| thisindeed was Dazrds caſe, pronounced by 
Nathan?lanſwere : Theſe puniſhments from 
God 


20 ThereadyWay 
God, haue « two-fold cffeR,according to the 
rwo-fold difterent qualitie, of the godly, and 
wicked, 
I, To the godly, they tend co their in- 
formation,and corft@ion only, + 
2, Tothe wicked, they are ſeucre pu- 
niſhments;tending to their ruine and 
deſtru&tion only, And ro the godly, 
they ſerue as thunder. bolts,viz,. . 
Firſt,to awake the drowſ:* finnier, Second- 
ly, that being awake, he might thereby be 
ricked on, to vnfeyned Repentance; 

And as tothe righteous, they ate alwaies 
tokens of mercie ; ſo tothe wicked, they are 
ſcales of wrath, and judgement : for, to the 
godly, they are, and ſerve as : firſt, exerciſes 
of Faith:ſecondly,trials of Patience : thirdly, 

roofes of Gods Juſtice : fourthly,examples 
of Inftruftion, thereby'to teach them, to be- 
ware for the future, ſeeing Gods wrath is al- 
ready kindled, The conclufion then is, that 
by Repentance, temporall puniſhments are 
ſometimes deferred , ſometime mitigated, 
ſomerime remoued, and afſuredly at all times 
remitted; 

| The ſecond motiue is Feare, for feare doth 
keepe ys in moderation and awe,l meanc = 


—_ .___—— 
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the ſeruile, the feare of ſlaues, but the fili- 
all, the feare of ſonnes : notin the reſpe& 
of the vengeance , the reward of finne, but 
in reſpc& of the offence, for committing of 
finne, WhereoP#rall, ſweetely ſaith, 65 
wet! null 4.1bi emendatio nulla,cy vbiemenda- 
tio nulla 11 penitertia vara. Where this filiall, 
renerend, vertuous, and religious feare 15 not, 
there can be no heartie,and tiue amendment, 
and where this trus amendment is nor, there 
(letthe outward ſhew be neuer fo great) the 
Repentance is bur hypocriticall and vaine, 
And yet. both good and bad (as the Poer 
ſaith) odernnt, they both feare, yea and pec- 
careahey boti ſcare to finne too; but diverfly 
afteed,rhe one ſort formidme pane, for feare 
of ſcucritie , the other, viremtes amore, For 
loue of vertue , and this onely reftreynerh 
the godly from finne-; namely, not for feare 
of vengeance , but for loue and reue= 
rence. 

A third motive to Repentance is,the quick 
and liuely remembrance of finne : for.a Ganer 
(as I noted) is a heauie and drowhie ſleeper, 
Example heercof Jonas, who wasa fleepein 
the ſides of the Ship, while judgement was 
at hand to caſt him ouer board, Dasidallo 

C may 
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may inſtance this point, who ſlept in his ſinne 
the ſpace of a whole yeare; his conſciefice ne 
uer checkr him, cill jadgements were like to 
choake him, 

A ſenſeleffe ſecuritie :<e,550t to feele the 
ſting of finne,nor to feare the wroth of Gods 
diſpleaſure. The remembrance of finne in 


man, doth cauſe the forgerfulneſ> of fii-ne in 


God : fo againe, the torgettulneſfe of finne 


in man,dorh caufe the remembrance of hnne 
in God, 


Yea, by this remembrance of ſinne, wee 


put in practiſe a ſacred preuencion of God's | 


jadgements ; for when be purpoſeth to ſtrike 


a fnner, if he ſee man by repentance altered, | 
the Lord is changed ; he doth yi bend his; 
bowe caſe his arrowes, ſheath his ſword,and : 
lay afide all his inſtruments of reucnge, be- 
cauſe he is ſlow to anger, readie to forgiue, ' 


Full of pittic and” compaſſion ; if thou by re- | 


penrance be alrered,he is changed. And this | 


vic of the remembrance of our ſinnes is full 
of ſweet and fruicfull conſolation, 

For we muſt deale with our finnes,, as men 
deale with their debts, (which for ſuretiſhip 
they haue payd ) when they take in their 
bonds, andeuidencesagd canccll hemghey 

vw 
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will not therefore burne them, though they 
be never more lyable to be paid ; bur will file 

and hang them yp in their continuall fighr, 
that whenſoe all be moued to enter 
into the hike debt, and trouble againe, they 
may by the fight thereof be pur in minde, 
into what vexation and danger, they. were 
formerly plunged , that thereby chey may 
ſbunne, and auoyd the hke, for the rime to 
come , and giue nor plus , and reſiſtance, to 
thoſe that tempt and importune them there= 


; VATO, 


A fourth motive is, the Preaching of the 


; word. Now , the word is deuided, intothe 
| Lawand Goſpell. And in this queſtion as 
| rouching the moſt powerfull iuftrumenc of 


the holy Ghoſt,in working repentance: ſome 


; hold the Law,and ſome the Goſpell to be the 
| chiefe meanes, inſtrument, or motiue there= 
| ynto, For my part, I doe ſuppoſe then to be 
| both ſo neceſſary, as neither of them doe 


good without each other in the worke of Re« 
pentance. For the Preaching of the Law a« 
lone, doth breed deſperation : and the Prea-. 


| ching of the Goſpell alone, may quicken pure 


ſumprion , the two dangerous gulfes; illa 


and Charibdis, 
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Therefore there is neither of them both, 
but harh a proper vic,in the miſtery of Repen- 
tance, Areſemblance hereof; as , in Phiſicks 
the skilfull Artift, intending, to purge the 

e humors of a comtialbody doth firſt 
vic ſome EleCtuary or Preparatory Potion, 
to ſerue as meanes to prepare the body , and 
to make it fir to receiue the medicine Purga« 
tiue : So, the terrours, and threatnings of the 
Law, are anſwerable, to the; Phiſitians Pre- 


paratory, and doth as it were make ready the} 
way, by opening of the heart, toreceiue Ree} 


ntance. 
The end of the law, is to diſcouer finne;, 
Rom.7.7. For there is in man before the law, 


#n ignorance, and ſenceleſneſle of ſine, hee! 


feeles not the poyton , that feedeth on his 
ſoule to his diſtrution. 


The law doth Sacrifice a'man to God,and'} 


makes him poore in Spirit, and humble in 
himſelfe, to ſee his corruption and finae, The 


Goſpell promiſeth to ſaue, but it doth not} 


performe this promiſe, but to fuch onely, 
whom the law hath thus Sacrificed ro Chriſt, 

Chriſt callerh ſinners, bur ſuch onely,as are 
laden with their finnes. Car. 11, 28, Hee 
eryeth to ſuch as thirſt , Come, Eſay. 40. 1, 


- 
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Ren.2.2.17, But yer to luch onely,as thrift, as 
Dazid did, Pſa.42.1.6 Pſal.63.2, 

The Goſpell is notto be Preached co any, 
before he be ied by the Law, that is, 
before the Law hath done her proper worke. 
Let Miniſters therfore firſt ſchoole their peo- 
ple by the Law, before they rayſe them by 
the Goſpell. 

It isneceflary, the law ſhould goe before 
the Goſpell, The ſons of binder befoix the 
- ſonnes of comfort , that then , when the law 

hath wounded chem, che Goſpell may cure 
and heale, 

The Law cannot quiet the conſcience of 
man, it wasnot ordained ro that purpoſe, it 
©} ſeruerth ropreſent tothe eic of our ſonle, our 
| dangerous tate, and to ſmite our conſcience 
'} With rerrour, and feare, then commeth the 
| Goſpell,and falleth to worke (when the law 

hath done this ) aſſuring man , that his falua- 
| gion conſifteth, in Remrſſione Peccatorum , in 
theforgiueneſſe of finne by Chriſt, He thatis 
ignorant of the law , knowerth neither whar 
miſery is in himſelfe , nor what mercy is in 
God, We Preach iudgement, to make men 
ſue for mercy , to make them cry for mercy; 


for merit they haue. none , we Preach death 
C 3 and 
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and damnation, to bring (infull ſoules to ſal. 
uation, Bur toPreach ngercy , and ſaluation, 
before men ſee their finnes , and fecle their 
miſery, is to Preach the Goipatyin Yayne,and 
ro nopurpole, : 

_ The Law hath hertime andplace, her time 
How loyg,and place where to Raigne, 

By the raigning of the Law, is meant, the 
condemnation of the Law : Now this Law 
ceaſeth to raigne, that jis,to condemne, when 
faith ina true repentang heart, is once vegun,| 
+ For the law hath no place, in the repentant, 
and amending man, And thus of the ſecond 
Circumſtance, 

Th: third Cy cumſtance is, 

The lets, and hinderances , whereby wee 
are withdrawen , from fruitfull repentance: 
For cuidence whereof, the railing of the wid- 
dow es fonne of Naim, Leke 7.11, Ifitpleafe 
you, that 1 breefly Paraphrzſeir by an Alego. 
ry ( as the Fathers have done) it will afford 
much light thereynto, as thus : 

1. The mother,doth repreſent the Church, 
bewailing the death of her children, 

2. The.ſonne,doth lively figure,the eſtate] 
of finfull ſoules, who theugh they ſeeme to 
lue in body,yet are they dead ja ſoule by -» 

Zo Tat 
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3+ The foure Bearers are theſe, vis. firſt, 
hope of long lite : ſecond]y, long cuftome in 
finne : thirdly, contempt of —_ word : 
fourthly, wqyddly proſperity : All which be= 
ing well on Ew os ſhrewd lers to 
repentance. And of them all, I know none, 
that beateth greater ſway then wealth , and 
woildly proſperity, Of which I will onely in- 
fi, in Read of the reſt : for oftentimes, it doth 
bewitch man,as the C»ps of Crrces,and makes 
him drunke,in the forgerfulnefſe of God,and 
amendment of his life, 
One of the Fathees ſaith, that of proſperity, 
ariſeth all « xcefſe, and ſuperfluity , and that 
«from thence, doth ſpring all vice, and impie- 
ty againſt God, | 
Seneca faith, that by coo much proſperity, 
the mind is hardned, and therefore, Saint 
Paul bids Timothy to charge rich men,not ro 
be high minded, Saint James doth wake their 
heauy heads, and droufie hearts, with a dole- 
full £ /egie : Weepe , and howle , yee Richmen, 
Tames 5.1. There is a deadly leepe of ſecu- 


_ fity, andſleepe to death, in flowing prof- 


perity, 
Call co mind the Purpul:d Richman , wha 
being dead, was quickly conueyed to hell; a 
| C 4 fearc- 
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12. who, ypona litle extraordinary ſpring, 
he was at his wits end,and knew not what to 


doe: for gaping for a plentiful harueſt, hee 


would doc this, and tha a rmay reade, 


but by death prevented, he was anſwered,(as 
all ſuch godlefle and graceles rich ones ſhall) | 


Seulte, hae noe, a ſudden and fore change, 

The iudgementof our Sauiour, as our cloſe 
ſhall therefore ſtand, at. 19, 23. Thatitis 
hard indeed, for a wickedrich man, to cntet 
into the Kingdome of Heauen, And thus of 
the third CircumRance, | 

The fourth andlaſt Circumſtance is. 

The griefe, and forrow,, which weare to 
yndergoe, if we will erucly repent ; together 
with certaine rites, and ceremonies neceflari- 


ly belonging to yufayned repentance, to, } 


which purpoic here in this Woman three 
things are principally markeable,v#z,. 
Firſt, Her weeping , an euident argument 


of her teare, and dread of conſcience, for her 


ſinne, 


' Secondly, Her comming to Chriſt: an aſſu- 
red argument of her faith, and hope, which 
ſhe hadof the remiſſion of her finne, 

| Thirdly, HeraQtions,viz,1, Ar the inſtant, 


2. After- 
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earefull change. AnotherRichman,in L«le, 
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a. Afterwards : yndoubred teſtimonies of 


| herduty, and loue, per modum obedientia, non 
per modum ſatisfattionis, in way of obedience, 


not of. ſufficigacy , or fatisfation, as the 
Papiſts ſay. —_ 
| So thar he that thinketh ſeriouſly and ad- 


 uiſedly , of the repentance of LMary Mag- 


dalen, may rather weepe in remembrance of 
it,then deliver any diſcourſe of it, What ſto- 
ny heart would nor this ſoften ? to ſee thoſe 
flouds of tcares , thar ſea of ſorrow, andto 
heare thoſe deepefighes , and farre fetched 
groanes infallible fignes of ynfayned repen= 
rance, 

Obſerue I pray you, the Circumſtance of 
time,inter epulas lachrimas,when others were 


feaſting,then was ſhe weeping,ſo feedin E on 


' thebread of teares, and had plenteouſnefle of 


teares to drinke, Pſa 80.5. In this her lamen- 
table Repentance, how great ſignes ſhee 
ſhews , er fidei, et charitatis, both of faith and 
loue, By which teares of repentance , ſhce 
ſeemes to breake the very ſtrings of her hart, 

D olor eſt comes panitentie et lachrime ſunt 
teſtes deloris , ſaith Saint Auſtin; teares ere 
witneſſes of true ſorrow, as griefeis the com- 
panion of Repentance, 


In 
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InRepentance a man muſt vſc ſenerity a. 
gainſt himſelte, that being iudged of him 
{eife , he be not condemned of the Lord, 1, 
Cor.11.31. 

Therefore,as this poo man here doth, 
fo let ys ſend our Embaſſadors to God before 
ys; namely , our teares,fighes , and groanes, 
our threefould Cable , powrefull with God; 
being all ourward ations, expreſſing our in 
ward affetions. Wherein , as Saint Bernard 
faith, is quantum non pep rceris tibi,in t antum 
cred- Do tubs parcit,in how lictle, thou 
doeft ſpare thy ſelfe in thy repentance, be. 
lecue me, by ſo much the more God will 
ſpare thee, For a broken , and contrite heart 

fall fraught with ſorrow , ) is a ſacrifice to 
God. Pſal.<1.17. 

Sorrow towards God worketh Repentarce 
to Saluation, but ſorrow of che world brin- 
gerh deach. 2, Cor. 7. 10, 

The heauineſlc of the gocly in Repentance 
doth differ from the {orrow of the wicked, 
though both are ſorrowfull, 

1. The Godly, for that by finne they haue 
offended Ged, 

2. The wicked, for feare of puniſhment, 
not for fcare of the offence, 

But 


_____ 
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But heerein the vnſpeakeable goodnes of 
Almighty God doth plenrifully appeare , in 


| —_—_ e gow and ſorrow of the godly, 
eere 


j2to C 


. and gladſome ivy t accor- 


ding to his © racious promiſe, /obu 
16. 22. 
For God indeede doth comfort all rrue 
repentant fanners, 
fitting, 
WhetheritY ſleeping, 
be the flying, Sinner, 
returning, 
or mourning, 
ficting 4 naiſed, 
fleeping imner,\, awaked, 
For the & flying is ors 
returning recciued, 
,or mourning comforted 
Whar vnfaigned repentance was there e- 


ver without, ſorrow, weeping, mourning, 
Sackcloth, and afhes, humbling our (clues 
before Ged: For theſe are proper, and neceſ- 
ſary branches thereof, which if they be vſcd 
infincerity and fimplicity,and not in diſſem- 
bled, Popiſh, perfunory hypocrific , they 
ever were, now are, and atwayoes will bee, 
acceptable to God. 

And 
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And the godly hauing thus farre entred in. 
to Repentance by confeſſion , they continue 
therin by contrition and ſhedding of reares, 
as forexample. | 

The People of Ifraell , beeing ſharply re- 
buked by the Angell /«dg. 2. 4. they cryed 
and wept, and called che name of the place 
Bochim, a fletu, et gemitu, of ſorrow and 
fhighing, 

The mourning of Damidin his bed, 

The weeping of Jonas it: the Whales belly, 

The mourning and cry of che Ninivites, 

The bitter Repentance of Peter, and 

The ſalt teares of My Hazdalen,doe clear- 
ly expreſle, 

The griefe of a true repentant Sinner is 
compared to the paiges and pangs of a wo- | 
man in trauaile, 

Inexprefſible indeede are the paſſions of 
Child-birth, and lictle oy is there to the 
poore patient, tillthe Child bee borne, and 
then ſhee reioycerth to ſee her owne fruit ſo 
much derfired, which lay fo ſecretly 1n the 
wombe, a bed of darkenefle: Euen fo, the 
griefe of Repentance (which is exceſſive 
great) is qualified with the mixture of ioy 
and comfort, to behold the ſweet fruit of his 

rravell, 
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travell, Newnes of Liſe, 

This is a mournefull Elegie, and dolefull 
Song. ' 

bo eat thyg+read like Aſhes, and mingle 
thy drinke with thy teares, P/al.102. 

Dazid there ſeemes in reſpe& of the a. 
boundant forrow , required in Repentance, 
to change euen the courſe of Nature 3 For 
Homo is Animal ſociabile, created for ſocie= 
ty : but now by Repentance, (fo ſore affeQ. 
ed with griefe , hee ſhunneth company , hee 
delighterh in no ſociery, but affimulaterh 
himſelfe toa Pelican in the wildernefle , an 
Owlein the Deſert , and is like a Sparrow, 
that fitteth alone vpon the houſe toppe, 

And thus of the Circumſtances, 

Now briefely of the rites, and ceremonies 
expreſſing t1ue Repentance, as theſe that 
follow, and ſuch like, 

To knock our hard and ſtony hearts with 
the Publican, Lake 18, 

Toſmirethy thigh, /er, 31.18, 

To teare the haire, 2, Sam, 13, 

To wring and ſmite the hands, Ezech, 21, 

To rent the garments, Eſa, 37. 

To frequent ſolitary places: Eſay. 2, 

\Tolye ypen the ground, Day. 10. 


Te 


34 The ready Way 


To put on Sackcloth, [onah 3. 

Toftrew Aſhes. Job. 42. 

To proclaim ſolemne & publike fafts, [o.2; 

TJenmare, to taft, ler, 

' Vlulare, to howle. ler. 15. 
And thus of the Rites,and Ceremonies, 

Now we come to the obſeruances,and tpe- 
ciall markable things, in and about Repen- 
rance, 

The firſt Obſernation, 

The laſt furtherance, and helpe to Repen- 
tance (which we note«) was the Prendbing 
of che word, v hich is the power of God to 
faluation, Rem. 1, 16. For, where Propheſic 
faileth, there the people periſh, Pro.19. 18, 

A notable meane indeed, to bring men to 
Repentance, is the 

Sound of the Goſpell, 

Arons Bells, 

The Preaching tongue, 

The crowing Cocke: 

Tobn Baptiſts cry, 

S. leromsTrumpe, Swrgite, 

King Phillips Boy, memento. 

A ſingular thing it is indeed, to haue wor- 
thy men in the Church , able to teach and 
inſtcuct, to inuite and intreat to Repentance. 


Oh | 
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Oh, but where is Or:7en, who was called 
| Magifter Eccleſiarnms, the great Maiſter of 


a; | the Church? Where is S, Baſil, that was 


ſurnamed , Cagey fidei, the rule of Faith? 
Where is Evſeorzr,” that was filed Reguls 
Veritatis,The Nandacd of truth? 


| And where now is Athanaſius, that was 
termed, Orbis oculnr, the eye of the world? 
Oh, where ſhall wee finde them ? 
I doe not ſpeak this,as though the Church 
of God, yea this Church in England (in de- 
ſpite of all malignants, that traduce it!) were 
without ſuch ſingular inſtruments; for I doe 
Ge | 3fluredly know, that this Church at this day 
8 | (God haue the praiſe) is as well furniſhed 
with learned men, as any of the reformed 
Churches in all the World: asI can alſo ſhew 
and proue, by the letters commendatory 
from beyond the Seas, and by their workes 
dedicated to diuers, of our learned Biſhops, 
Yet with griefe I doe bewaile,to finde in ma- 
ny places, the Lords crop to be ſo ſuperſemi. 
nated , and over ſowne with tares , godleſle, 
and ynprofitable perſons. 

Wee haue alſo ſwarmes of locuſts, Phari« 
7 |ſer, Saducer, Athiefts, 
Phatiſes, who {ell in conccipt of thei 
Jþ | own, 
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 6wne Righteouſnes, 1uſciaries, ambiti 
hypocrites , who bragge of that they hai 
not, and would ſeeme to bee what indes 
they are not; , 4 
: Saduces , Libertines nd Atheifs ; wh 
deny the reſurreRion of the dead,with othe 
principles oftfaich and Religion, yeathey 


L 


into queſtion Goc s truth in his word , whe 


| beleeuenotthere is either God , Spirir, 
-gell, or judgement to come, and therefe 
they ſay and doe what theyliſt ; theſe ma 
aſcofte at Religion, and a yery ieft of tri 
" Repentance. _ Lay 
The2, Obſeruation is, Y 

As Faith is ſuppoſed to haue wings, at 
Repentance to haue feet: and as the natu 
man in committing finne , dath deface 
Image of God, and in feare for finne, dot 
goe from God, doth fiye from God; So dot 
he againe by Repentance make a ſtop, It 
not the leaft property and point in the mar, 
ging of a horſe, to bring him to his ſtop 
A Repentant man making his top , goes 
further,yea he retcynes himſelfe,and goes! 
further; 

In this place, Repentance fignifies, to turt 
againe , ang fo the Repentant now turne 
again 
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againe to God from whom by ſfinne he fled* 
d-witneſſe the Prodigall Soune,, who after a ſe= 
& rious conſultation, he grew to a religious re- 
ſolution, and ts an effeuall, and yertruous 
whi execution: Withr@sFedibo.and fo by turning 
thd from his courſe he followed, he came to his 
call father, from whom he fl:d, Lyke 15, 
whe -, So by. chis ſtop, andeurning againe,the Re- 

{ pentant auoideth the wrath ro come , which 
ford none candoe, bur +451 fidei & pedibus panie 
ld tertiz, by che wings of faith, and fecte of 
tr} Repentance onely, 

The 3. Obſernation, 

| Isitpoſſible for an old,aged,gray-headed 
an} man, drooping, and Rooping for age,that h e 
ira} may be ſaid ro be but three yeares old when 

{ be is three times zo. yeares o!d? Yer ſuch a 
off one we read of, who {o auouched: when que- 
off flivn was demanded how this might be? Hee 
ef anſwered thus: three yeares agoe(faich hee) 1 
ff was with Zachers in the Fig-tree, with Afi 
loph thew ar the receipt of Cuftome , wich the 
nf Prodigall ſonne in a farre Country, aod with 
sf ary Mar dalen at the feete of Chrift,I was 

the(faith he) as vile as vile maybe,bur þy.che 

rn{ grace of God, and hearing of His word , by 
ne faich and truc Repentance 1 am now anothe®? 
in D man 
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man, t4xto wntatus, as farre changed as y 
now ſce: for Repentance is transformatix 
and doth alter a man: Iris (faith hee) three 
yeares ſince God wrought this miracle in me 
(a miracle indeed) and ws? 1 am, and n 
older,for Defore I wasnothing at all, 
The fourth Obſernation, | 
A ſhame 1t is for Chriſtians, if the name 


and Goſpel! of Chriſt, be euill ſpoken © 


through their irreligious, and difſolureliu 
Can Tees, Turl.cs, Infivels be perſwadec 
that there is any goodnefle, in that Religiot 
the profeflors whereof are ſo vile, and pre 
_ ? and yet we know,that none of ys ca 
e ordered otherwiſe, vnleſſe Gods gract 
preuent ys, his ſpicit' guide ys, and true 
pentance poſleſle vs, we ate naturally ſo ap 
to al! finne, and diſobedience, 
Therefore,as our Sauzour Chriſt once 


ſtioned, concerning the Scribes and Phariſey- 


whereunto he might liken,or compare then 


and preſently anſwered nimfelfc; ſo may tha 


anſwere be fly ſaid of men now a daics,th 
they are as ſtubborne Children in the mar 
ker place, ftubborne,and fooliſh too, Luc.7.3 
who though we pipe, yet rhey wil not danc 
though we weepe, yer they will not mourr 
T 


| 
| 
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The fift O8ſernation, | 
This woman was wealthie, and very rich, 
href þuc ry leude , and diſhoneſt, Nore heere, 
me} that wealth will haue a yeine to ſhew it ſelfe; * 
| 0 as ſome in apparci? ſome in building , ſome 
in feaſting, ſome in oppreſiing, ſome in coue- 

{| ting, and ſome in vncleane and filthie luſting, 
mel asin this rich woman before her conuerfion. 
1 off  Butafter her conuerſion, ſhe had a better 
wes yent, a betrer veine to ſhew. her wealth, and 
dec that was Mimſtrare Chriſts, to miniſter to 
100} Chriſt, and his neceſſtties, 
pre Let rich men and women, heerein imitate 
(9 this worthy Marie M:gdalen, to ſhew their 
129 wealth in ſupplying the wants of Chriſt 
©1%9 his Miniſters, and poore members, 
*P The ſext Obſeruation, 

Seneca (as it leemes) borrowed ſome hight 
que} from a Chriſtians praCtiſe,in the examination 
leg- of his life, in the darke,and dead of thenighe, 
mt concerning thoughts, and deeds comirted 
thaf the day before, as Darid ſaith Pſal.77.6. I 
call ro remembrance &c, and ſo ſaith Sereca, 
may faciebat hos Sextias conſumante die, cum ſe ad 
notturnam quietem recepiſſet , he would de- 
mand of himſelfe thus, Sextizs, what good 
haſt thou done to day ? whar cuill laſt thou 

D 2 cuced ? 
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cured? what finne haſt thou reſiſted ? in whut 


art thou alrered ? F 
Oh beloued , what better praQiſe, then 


this accompt ? what better ſlgepe, then after] 


ſuch examination 2 WhPthe tandle is 
our, then call che day thatis paſt to a ck 
ning : If thou haſt done any thing well, giue 
God the praiſe ,for ir was his gift : it any 
thing amiſſe, then call ro God for grace and 
ardon, but couch not thy head vypoa thy pil. 
w to take thy reſt, before thou haue thy 

grietns eft irom him, 

The ſexenth Obſeruation, 


When Chriſt came into the World, there 


were two ſorts of people, ſome were blinde,| 
and ſome couldTee, There were ſome foo« 


liſh, and ſome wiſe, Chriſt by his comming. 


did not make them ſo, but at his comming 
found them (o. 

There was then alſo, a two-fold wiſedome 
in the World, one which the Sonne of God 
found heere, and another which he brought 
with him, Confider then , and marke heere 
well I pray you, in this dorine of Repen- 
tance, ſo often Preached ynto you, obſeruc 


and note, howthe Goſpell findeth you, and} 


how the Goſpell leaueth you, mh 


whut 


then 
after 
$ 
w + 
giue 
| any 
* and 
pil. 
thy 
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T he ei ht Obſernation, 

There is a Proucrb among the Latins, that 
frons homin:m prefert, the fore-head ſhewes, 
| what the mangis, Frons (as Marcus Varre 
faith) commetan 4 7oFaty, of boaring, becauſe. 
| the eye-hoales,are as 1t were boared through 
the fore-head, 

It ſeemeth then by this Etimolegie,that the 
eye ſheweth the man, The waterie cye in- 
deed, is a great figne of Repentance, 

The eyes be fores and fereſtra animi, the 


doores and windowes of the minde : by 


here 


which we take view, looke, and pryc into the 
minde, heart, and conſcience of man : and by 


nde} which affections are open and made manifeſt, 


foo 
ning 
ning 


ome 
20d 
1pht 
eere 
Del 
eruc 


and} 


mil 


howinthe minde, or inwardly he ſtands af- 

feted : merrie or fortie , angrie or pleaſed, 

wellin his wits or our, fooliſh or wiſe, chaſt or 

vnchaſt, drunken or ſober, humble or proud, 

innocent or guiltie,repentant or not ;the eye 
will tell it, the eye will bewray it. , 

| Thus haue we finiſhed, and perfeRed, ac- 

cording to our wiſh, and intention our pur- 

| poſed diſcourſe of Repentance, 


\ 
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r AMany ſennes are forginen her, for foe 
 lonedmauch, _— 
_ is yer ſomewhat mgre to be ſpo-f gi 
ken of this Text, for Mrtere is ſomething 
that may be taken amifſe in the vnderſtans/ 
ding thercof, The conjunRion. or word in the 
Grecke tranſſared 7, in che Latin, q#4a, or 
quaniam,& in Engliſh,becauſe,or for, is in this 
place Noza ullati:4 not canſalisitisnot a note 
caufall , bur a note 1llatiue, or anote of infe- 
rence,as 2 {equell,nor as a caufa}l :for it is nat 
heere,argumentumd cauſa,but 4b effetty : and 
thatno other ſence than this can heereof be 
gathered, the words themſelues, doe ex- 
preſſe, For proote whereof, obſerue how the 
Parable is propounded , of rwo debtors, in- 
debred to one creditor; onein one thouſand; 
the oiher in ten thouſand : which neither 
them being able to pay, the Creditor forgaut 
them borh, 
The Queſtion from this caſe is , which of 
theſerwo, will love him moſt ? The anſwere 
is, Thepartic to whom he forgaue moſt, 
Then the ſolution of our Sauiour could in 
effet be no orherwiſe than this : 1 haze fore} 4 
ginen her much ; therefore ſhe loneth me much. 
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So that heere we ſee, that love is the ſequell 
of forgiueneſlc of ſinnes, and cormtes > of 
4 finnes no conſequent of loue, For, the for 
giueneſſe of her ſinnes- went before, and 
bo loue follpwed ter, Ir 'is impoſſible, 
with any thing topleaſe God without Faith, 
hef Heb. 11.6 much lefle with loue without 
Faith, Andyet that which is more,and won. 
sf derfull roo, wee can not pleaſe God with 
F Faith, withour loue, 1.Cor,13.2. and yet for 
-| all this, loue cannori juſtifie vs, The lone of 
God is the efficient cauſe of Righteouſneſle, 
which by faith only we apprehend. 

So God lowed the World (and then it fol- 
+ lowes) that he which beleexeth cc, Obſerue 
heere, how the Louc of God goeth before ; 
the Faith of man giuerh attendance, and rhe 
{ loue of man commeth afcer, Our Joue that 
pleaſeth God, muſt be thefruit and effect of 
faith: and this is ſo acceptable in the perſons 
juſtified, as that they be ef no accompt with- 
out it, ({haritas eft teſtimonium inſtificantis fie 
xe dei: Loue is the true reſtimonie of juſtifying 
| Faith, 
inf Butheere we muff ſpeake of Loue with a 
r-| diſtinRian : For all loue doth not juſiifie, 
4,4 though there be a loue that doth jultific, 
Sof D 4 whercof 
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> whereof we reaſon thus, God doth juſtifie 
Bur God is louc : Ergo, Louc doth juſt 
I anſwzre, it is true, if we ſpeake of that low 
wherewith God doth louc vs,di/ett; in dilefty 
but it doth not follow, thwt theTefore our lou: 
doth juſtifie, Hce that loues , fu!filleth the 
Law : but he rhat fulfils the Lax, ſhall be j 
Nificed : Ergo, he that loueth thall be juſtified 
I grant it, if wee loue in that perfeCtion as ti 
fulfill the Law, wee ſhall be juſtified by o 
Loue, 

But this was the priuiledge of Chriſt only 
who loued in that meaſure of height, and 
depth of perfeQion, that hee falhlled the 
whole Law by a voluntazie Sacrifice and free 
will offerinz of himſelfe for vs : bur as fot 
vs, by reaſon of inherent finne in vs, we cans 
not {o loge, 

Now, if k:ere you will aske this queſtion, 
why Go: gaue man ſuch a Law, as he. in uo 
wiſe can perforine, fulfi:l, and keepe ; and fo 
ſeeme by conſequent to imply , and con. 


clude ſomething thereby, Ianſwere, Fiſt 


almightie God 10 giuing mana Law, did re- 
ſpe& what men ſhould do,not what he could 
doe, Secondly , that God in giuing ſucha 
Lay ; madcit cquall ro his owne righteouſ- 

nefle, 
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nefſe not to mans weakeneſſe. Thirdly, that 
man before his fall, was ſo created, made and 
| endowed with ſuch integrity, that he could 
{ if he would, haue ftood, and fulfilled thelaw ; 
IU but after. fintie was once commirred, he could 
7" nor. 

Behold rhen here, the great miſtery of 
Gods great mercy in the depth of mans grear 
miſery, For, he ſent his Sonne to take our na- 
ture ypon him: who in that nature,hath loued 
God aboue all,and his neighbour(man kind) 
ashimſelfe, and fo hath made vp our breach, 
and thus we ſee, that the law is fulfiled in vs, 
though nor by vs. | 

Sothen we conclude, that loue indeed doth 
wſtifie vs, being paſſively vnderſtood , [ntelli- 
gendo dilettionem, qua nos,4 deo diligimar nc a- 
ning, by that loue , wherewith God hath lo- 
on ved vs: but being 2iuely taken, for that loue 
| that is in our (clues, that js ſo lame, weak, and 
fo imperfect,in the diſcharge of our duty , both 
MN-f to God and our neighbour, that the ſentence 
ij} of the law muſt needs paſſe againſt vs,and we 
re-} ftand guilty of eternal! death, if the promiſe 
1d} of life, ard comfort of the Goſpell did not re- 
hal vive, and relicue ys : Firſt by Faith obtayned, 
ſecondly,by louc expreſſed. For as repentance 

is 
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istwo fould, v7z, Firft efſentiall,and ſecond 
declaratiue , efſeniiall wrought by faich ::de; 
claratiue expr: fed by loue, ; 
So als ab{oliition from fin istywo fould, wiz, 
Firlt,effectuall ebrayned Byaith : ſecondly; 
demonſtrariue,-xpreſſed by the works of loue, 
Firſt, the eff<ctaall abſolucion is - inward, 
of the conſcience , before God, and. this 
is proper!y of Faith. And therefore our Saui- 


our turnes himto the woman ,-and afſureth | 


her of areleaſc,a diſcharge,a queta eff, ſaying, 
ftay thy ſelfe; thy conſcience may be ſetled , de- 
part in peace,thy faith bath made thee whole. 
Secondly,. the demonſtretiuc abſolutis 
on, and remiſhon from ſinne 1s Publike, 
and requireth externa teſtimonia opernvs , to 
make manife{l this conucrfion; and therefore 
out Samour turnes him to the Pharific, re- 
hearking the loue and workes of Mary, as (ee 


quels, and fruirs ofher faith, namely her was | 


ſhing, anoyntiog , wiping and kifſing, &c. 
So alſo we read of Zachews: Halfe my goods 
I gine to the poore. Againe in the eAtts of the 
Apoſiles , They vrought their bookes of curious 
Art and burned them, 
And ſodoth Afary Magaalen here, giue 
teſtimony of the remiſſion of her finnes — 
orc 
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fore God by faith, before the world by loue. 
{ The remifſion of finne is ſuch a thing, as with- 
out it one can be ſaved , and once hauing ob- 
| reined ir, none ſuch can periſh, 
There was a Temple in Athens, which was 
| called the Temple of ' 1/erc, bur they ſay, it 
isnow-tranſlated to Rowe , there onely is the 
propicjatory or mercy {cate , that is now the 
onely place. | 
| Sothat wearc here ſet to ſchoole to learne 
to read, what S, P, OR. doth fignifie: It was 
wont to be tranſlated, Senarm: Populnſq; Ro- 
manus : The Senate and people of Rome, 
But now it meaneth ſome other thing,and 
I take it thus, Stultus Popwius Ouerit Roman, 
A feoliſh people trudge. to Rome, And 
wherefore ? For mercy. And wherein? to ob.. 
taine Remſſion of ſinnes, Where as, Firſt they 
them ſelues know, that nene can forgine fins, 
'but God onely. | 
Secondly,we our ſelues know, that merc 
10 forgiuenefle of fins, is not purchaſed with 
Indian gould. | 
Thirdly , and all the world befide doth 
| know, that there is no mercy to be had at 
Rome, without mony, Ne mony, no mercy, 
no peny, no Pater noſter: Sinihi attuleris, If 
you 
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you be empty fiſted, farewell and adeiu, duty! 
And therefore ]ftill confidently conclu Tt 
as before, Stultus Populus Ouerit Reman, | out a 
A fit motto for ſuch vaine heads, There) cour! 
the ſame reaſon, for remiſſion of finnes, as fo} MENT 
the forgiuing of a debt; who hath I pray youſ "el 
any title or incereſt in the debtor, bur the cre tori 
ditor, heonly is ro demand, and to diſcharg Wh 
We oftend almighty God two waies, wa} 0 D 
Firſtimmediatly by our brezch ofthe con 
mandements of the firſttabie, 
Secondly, mediarly by our breach of 
commandements of the ſecond table. 
And hee takes the tranſgreſſion of the ſe 
cond table , for Crrmen leſs Maieſtatis, as a1 
hie offence becauſe done againſt his commar 
dements,and ſo we ſtand indebted vnto him: 
and un him, asin the Creditor, it wholy lyet! 
to forgiue, 
Bur here we muſt knowe, that power to re- 
mir finne is three fould.viz. 
Firſt A=thornatis, abſolutely of God, 
Secondly, Min:ſteris, being delegated to 
the miniſters by aſſignement from God. 
Thirdly, Privati cuinuſq, inris common and 
belonging to cuery one that 15 injured : fot 
they haue a power to forgiue, yea they haues 


duty 
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duty to forgiue by comandement from God, 

Thefirſt of theſe is acknowledged , with- 
out all contradition, for wee muſt haue re= 
courſe to God, both forour faults and puniſh= 
| ments: forheis the party offended , and hee 
onely hath power to forgiue by abſolute au- 
thority. P/al. 51. Againſt thee onely hane.he, 

Whar Angell in Heauen, w hat man on earth 
or Diuell in Hell,dares giue ro any other this 
rt.of his right? The reaſon; for hee that 
muſt forgive the (innes of man, and cleare 
the conſcience of the oftender, muſt be ſuch 
a one as ſeerth and beholdeth the heart, and 
ſecret thoughts: and ſuch a one is God oply, 

Of the Second, 

Wherin ye muſt vnderſtand, that the pri- 
uiledge of the Church, wherewith God hath 
graced, and endowed it, is the forgiuenes of 
finnes, the chiefe treaſure thereof: which au- 
thority is affigned to the Miniſters of the 
Church, namely to forgiue ſinnes, by reaſon 
of their Miniftry, in preaching and pronoun» 
cing of the forgiueneſle of finnes, to them 
which beleeue, and repent: but indeed to be 
freed from the guiltineſle of finne, is not in 
| their power, but reſis in the onely, proper, 


j nnd abſolute powerof God, 
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_ The Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaue 
bee acharge from God to preach forgiuer 
of finnes, and foto open the gate of eterng} this: 
life to the people. T 
To binde and to loof® is thereffeRt of pre} whe 
ching, which co them that beleeue turnesy] pece- 
their {aluation, a ſauor of life; but ro rhe w wor! 
beleevuers, to their condemnation, a ſauorg] pert 
death. | # and 
The Apoſtles were appointed inſtrumeng 1: 
topreach this : Mercy and [udgemert , Mah isca 
cy to the repentant, /udgement ro the impe} 3+ 
nirent, 
Where the word is preached, if Repecf 3 
tance follow, then remiſſion of finnes mulf} call 
needs follow alſo, | 
In remish1on of finnes Repentance is ioyn 


with Faith, not that by the worthines ot R 5 
penrance remisfion is obtained, bur by cl call 
merit of Chriſt, which by Faith onely 15ap4 6 
prehended, call 

The keyes notwithſtanding did hee com 7: 


mend to his Apoſtles, whereby they cith 
epen or ſhut the Kingdome of Heauen, 
Which Keyes or Key rather, is as Chriſe 
ftome ſaith Scientia Scripturarum , the right} 
knowledg of the Scripture, as Teriwllien faitl 
Inter: 
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Imerpretatio legis, the true interpretation of 
the Law : as Exſebins ſaith, Verbum Des, thar 
this Key is no-other then the word of God, 
The word of God indced isthe right key, 
whereby as 5. Amvroſe faith, Remittantur 
peccata , finnes indeed are forgiuen : Which 
word of God, according to the diuers pro- 
erties and effects thereof hath divers names 
and titles in the Scripture , viz4 
I. Inchar it multiplyeth and increafeth jr 
iscalled Seed, THath, 13. 
2.\\n that ir cutreth and dewideth the heart 


and thoughts, it is called a Sword, Heb.g. 
3; In thatir raketh and incloſethvs, it is 


{ called a Net. Math. 13. 


1 


4-In that ir waſheth,or clenſeth,ir is called 
Water, H:6. 10. 22. 
5+ In that it heateth and inflameth, itis 


$ called Fire, Adat. 3.11, 


| 


6, In that it nouriſhethand feedeth , it is 
called Bread, Math. 15. 
7.In that ic openeth or giueth entrance in- 
tothe houſe iris calied a Key; Ar. 16, 
In which Meraphorof a Key, we are to ob 
ſerve theſe perticulers. wiz, 
"21, Thatthe houſe isthe Kingdome of Hea- 


; 


2. That 
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2. Thar the doere of this houſe is the Lo. 
Ieſus, ob, x0, 

2+ That the Word is the Key that ope 

eth, interpreterh, and expreſlech this doc 

Alath. 16, V & 

* 4+ Tharthe interpreter and expounder 

this word is the Prieſt, Mat, 2. 


So thac Chriſt giues the vſe of this Key 1 
the Minifters of the Goſpell : bur the Pre ;« 
atine Royall, and the poſſesfion thereof he ,, 
cepeth to himſclfe, and he properly, truehf} te 
and onely openeth', and no man ſhurtetlf | 
and ſhutteth and no man openeth, Apec.3.,} cc 
And this authority which he giuerh to theaſ g, 
is to diſcouer fianes, and vpon Repenrand a, 
in his name to forgiue finnes, | c( 
Take a figure hereof out of the old La 
the Leuiricall Prieſt did not make a Lepeſj hi 
nor being one did clenſe him; hee did onlf 
declare, and determine,thatif the party wer hi 
infeed,he ſhould then be ſecluded the cong x, 
gregation; and being once clenſe,he ſhould >, 
pronounce him fir to bee reeciued in a4 2, 
gaine ; the ſame authority is alſo all on 
with ys, m 
There is great fault found with our Book ar 
of Common prayer in thisreſpeR, T6 


: — 
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Iris the obieRtand ſubieRof many idle dif. 
courſes, amongſt many idle and / ſhallow 
af braines, who ignorantly, falfly, and malici- 
MJ ouſly affirme, that the Leaper, the ſicke, the 
'F finner, is afloyled, ddſolued, and pardoned, 
by the Prieſt, the Miniſter, the Preacher, 

Now what (1 pray you conſfider)is there in 
this whole ation, which is not ro berollera. 
ted-by equall and reaſonable men , if they 


\ were-not: beyond meaſure giuen to con- 


tention, 
; If rae Miniſter be ſent for, it is his part to 
come, looke vpon the ticle De conſolandrs a= 
o/arbus)yer for the moſt part we know that 
# 3s hes the laſl ſent for,1o is hee the leaſt wel. 
come, 
Well, we come to the hck mans houſe, to 
a his chamber, to his bed , to his ſick hearr, 
F where wee finde three readie atrending on 
+ him : viz. 
$ 1, The Devill, for his ſoule, 
4 2. The Wormes for his bodice. 
3» The Execucors for bis goods, 
S Wellletthem ſearch his Cofers, for wee 
muſt ſound his Conſcience, & ſee what coyne 
and treaſure is there, If we ſee atryall of his 
faith, and an aſſurance of bis hope, a hs 
E 5 
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of his Repentance, and an Argument of bij , 
loue,oh let vs ſay ſo much, if we ſee ſo much} 1 
and out of Gods word to fetch 2 warant,an{ # 
comfort to afſfure this ficke man, of the mer$ + 
cies of God , and remition of hisfinnes by j; 
Chriſt, 

'T will make the caſe, or reſemblanc} c 
hereof, Ta 

A MalefaQtor that hath tranſgrefſed t 
Law, and is arraigned, condemned,and to be} t 
executed , if a pardon bee precured, and} þ 
brought by ſome one therevato affigned : I} 
pray you tel me,who doth fergiue this offen} t 
der, the Prince or the meſſenger? K 

We are but Meſſengers, we dee but bring} 
the pardon from the Prince , The King of {i 
Kings, and we haue warrant out of the word} it 
for our ſodoing : yet with this prouiſs: viz} t! 


ſp that it be done, el 
I, In the feare of God. Jr 
2+ In his name, L 
3- Vpon good grounds, V 


4- With aſſured cuidence of the ficke 
mans ſincerity. 

5. Wirhout preſumption in our ſelues , 

6. Or partiall reſpeQ to the party, 

And this remifffon of ſinn es, is neceſla 


Cc 
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to bee looked vnto of vs all, namely, by 
what meanes we are ſaued, and freed from 
the ſame, For, this is our caſe,we are all indi- 
ted, and muſt appeare to the aCtion, ahd chat 
in our owne Perſon, not by Attorney, 

We are all ſummoned; the writ is alreadie 


come forth , and cannot be retourned with 


»01 eft inuentns, we muſt be at a minutes war- 
ning, vnder the great /#b pra, of the forfei- 
ture of bodie and ſoule, The aCtion is of 
high-Treaſon againſt the King of Heauen, 
for that moſt rebelliouſly , diſſoyally , and 
trayrerouſ]y we haue fo:ſaken him our onely 
King, to ſerue a forraine Prince, his enemie 
and this caſe, is notto be heard in Weſtmin= 
ſer Hall, before the Lord chiefe Iuſhce : but 
itmuft be heard, aboue, in the high Court of 
the Starre- Chamber, before the afſembly of 
the glorious Angels, before the Lord chiefe 
ſtice of the whole earth, and before the 
Lerd high Chauncellor of the whole world. 
We muſt appeare ro the aQtion,we muſt ſtand 
to the anſwere, and abide the award: From 
which there is no appeale, 
| Our accuſer is the Deuill, what is the 
_ |} calſe? The breach'of Gods Law, heere is ng 
oF counterfeir deeds, nor forged enidences, out 
E 2 cons 
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conſciences are rhe witneſſes, therefore w 
muſt new looke to our ſclues, and ſceke fc 
as good ſuffeto anſwere the marter withal 
for our diſcharge, as is brought againſt y 
for our accuſation, or 'Eiſe 'theze is no reme- 
die we periſh,” The profe is too true, which i; 
brought againſt vs, wee are indebted toal, 
mighte God , fatisfation muſt be made, to 
the ytrermoſlt farthing, orelſe there is no re. 
medie, we periſh, Iuſtice muſt proceed, the 
law wil haue hircgurſe ; oh poore ſoules,noy 
let vs looke whatTto anſ{were, and that ſufh. 
ciently, or elſe, there no remedie, we periſh, 

Well dearc Chriſtians, comfort your hearts 
and with chearefull confidence anſwere thus, 

Chriſt and his Church, is as man and his 
wife all one, he1s the husband, and we the 
wife, he hath taken our nature ypon him,and 
by it, and with it, he doth communicate his 
owne perſon to vs, he is become fleſh of our 
fleſh, andi1 bone of our bones ſubſtannally, 
and wee are become fleſh of his fleſh and 
bone of his bones ſpiritually. So that what 
we haue appertaineth to him, as our infirmi- 
ties, aad finnes, and what hee bath doth 
belong to vs, as his Rightcouſneſſe, and 
glorie, 


Noy 
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Now, if the Dewill ſhould call vs to an- 
ſwere for our debrs, we may from theſe pre. 
miſes ſafely reply , that the wife is no ſuea- 
ble perſon,ſo long as her husband luweth ; bur 
our husband Ictus Chriſt js aliue, and liverh 
for euermore, let him therefore ſue him 
if hee will, it he dare, and he will anſwere 
him to the extent of Law ; bur as for vs, 
wee are ynder the couer-barne of his pro- 
teion. 

Orelſe, we may anſwere thus, 

Thar if wee our {elues, were lyable to pay 
our owne debts (as 1n true conſtruftion in 
our ſelues we are) yet, if we in beholding of 
our own inſufficicncie, & being therby intor. 
ced to pleade for mercie, if heercin ypon our 
pitcous & humble moane,ſome louiug friend, 
taking compaſſion on vs, ſhould vndertake 
the anſwere, and cicher compound, or diſ- 


| charge our debr,we then affuredly know, that 


adebt cnce diſcharged, is never more to be 
demanded, and ſo we gratiouſly ſtand freed, 
in the great and fearcfull day of accompr, 
And ſuch a mercifull and Jouing friend wee 
haue, euen Teſus Chriſt the righteous, who by 
joyning of two natures in one;God and man: 
As man,he hath ſuſtained the puniſhment due 
for finne ; and as God, hath conquered and 
E 3 GUCTI= 
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ouercome for vs, giuing vs diſcharge and re, 
Mercy and ?thus joyned 


leaſe thereby, 
Oh the depth of 
Gods wiſedome i * P6s ndwy rogether, 
Mercy, in forgiuing of (Ane, | 
Iudgemeut, in the puniſhment of finne, 
Mecrcy,jn pardoning the cle in his Sonne, 
Judgemenr, in ſcourging finne with a curſe, 
Mercy, in that puniſhing our (inves, yet he 
doth 1t nor in our ſelues (who were not ab: 
to beare it) but in his Soiine, whe ts both wil. 
ling and able co ſuſtaine ic, 

Or ro conclude, we may further anſwere 
thus : Faith is the hand & inſtrument where- 


by we arc aſſured, of the remiſhon cf finne, 
and conſequently of eternail Saluation : and 
that the Lord will race our tinnes out of the 
booke of accomprt, ſo that they ſhall be for 
gotren, and forgiuen , neuer more to bere 
m2mbred,ro be imputed, ve neminare guide 
not ſo much as to be once mentioned, and 
therefore they are called peccara refta, finne 
hidden, finnes couered, Pſa.3 2.1. 
And this faith aflureth vs,that he is 

The good Samaritane, who hath wine an 
oyle for our deadly wounJs, 

The carefull ſheepheard, that diligentl 
ſecketh vp the loſt ſheepe, 
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The pitifull creditor, who forgaue vs ten 


| thouſand rallents. 


The loving Father, who at all times is rea- 
die to recciue the Prodigall ſonne, 

The true Serpens, a preſent helpe for all 
thoſe that looke ypon him by faith, being 
flung to death by finne. 

The Lambe of God, that taketh away the 
ſomes of the World, Toh.1. 

So that the cloſe of the whole point of re- 
miſſion of finnes, is this ; We muſt know,thart 
there is no ſatisfaCtion, preter meritums Chriſti, 
andtherefore, whatſocuer we doe, in way to 
obraige remiſſion of finnes ; we muſt doe it,as 
Mary heere, and as all the godly elſe do, per 
modum obedientie, non per modum [atisfattio- 
#is,a3 we haue ſaid, 

. Let me I pray you,adde heereunto one ex- 
trauagant Obſcruance more,ſo I will make an 


| end, viz,, 


When the commandement came, finge re- 
vived, when the ſpirit of God once reMaleth 
toys the true ſence and meaning of the Law; 
and hath taught vs to cowpare our ations 
therewith; then fGinne rouzeth it ſelfe and re» 
uiveth, yea that finne that lay hid before in 
ſecuritie, and as it were couched in his fur- 
row, doth noy appeare. This reuiuing of fin, 
| E 4 brig 
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bringeth a ſhame with ir, the ſhame of 
bringerh ſorrow for it, and the ſorrow for 
doth afford amendment of life withit, An 
yet though this' praHtiſe be neuer ſo profi 
ble, be neuer ſo cemformble, yer we finde 
true dy woful cxperience,thar we can leaft 
al endure to ſee our finne,to know ir,or tot 
reproued for ir, To be ſorrie for ourlins,is 
enrerance to repentance,co raiſe yp our ſel 
by faith to remiſſion. is the conſummation, 
. - By ſorrow to acknowledge thy finne, t 
accuſe thy ſelfe, ro dereſt the onegand ro con 
demne the other; 1san ingredient : by Fai 
r®aſpire, and to attaine to grace, is the col 
fetion, But when Chrilt is laid: hold on bj 
faith in Repentance, whereby finaes are re 
leaſed, and the Holy- Ghoſt giuen,that is c 
perfection, 
And in whomfoeuer the Holy. Ghoſt doth 
thus gratiouſly refide, the ourward work 
which flow from fuch a Repenrance (as hi 
lively atd gratious effeRs) doe leale ic befor 
men, teſtifie it in our ſelues, and approve 
before God, that we are his Chiluren, - Fe 
which rich mercy, and yautterable grace, we 
aſcribe as duly doth belong tothis rernallj 
eternall maicftie, all honor and glorie , no\ 
and for euermore. | | 


FINIS. 


CC OA CAA AER" A CO. AO 
ace 


